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Cup giant killers plan an all-ticket. 
gate of 12,000 for that. 





Third Round tie against Middles brough 








By MICHAEL PLUMMER But Mr Smethurst, the town’s 


ROTHMANS Isthmian League 
Wycombe Wanderers will not 
switch venues for their FA. 
Cup Third Round tie with 
Jack Chariton’s Middles- 
brough and the game will go 
ahead at their Loakes Park 
ground, with an all-ticket 
12,000 crowd. 

This is more than 4000 below 
the club record gate, but 
chairman: Jack Smethurst Says 
the club not only want to keep 


former police chief, who has 
been chairman for over 10 years 
—and a supporter for over 16— 
points out that the Wycombe 
Side have their share of 
experience. 


Defenders Alan Phillips and 
Gary Hand were in the Hendon 
side that gave Middlesbrough’s 
North East rivals, Newcastle, 
such a fright last season and 
they boast half a dozen amateur 
internationals. 





professional attitude at 
Wycombe,” said Mr Smethurst. 
“In the past few years several 
players have left us to join 
League. clubs, including Viv and 
Martyn Busby. Dennis Edwards, 
John Delaney, Peter Suddaby, 
Paul Fuchillo and Ken Swain, 


Encouragement 


“And bear in mind we have lost 
at home only once in the last two 
seasons—and that to Peter- 
borough in the Cup last season.” 

The Wycombe players, after 
their victory last night, had the 








grounds 


chanee of a quick look at their 
next-round opponents — when 
highlights of Middlesbrough’s 
League Cup replay at Man- 
chester United were televised. f 


“I think this is the first time 
most of our lads have seen them 
play,” said Mr Smethurst. And 
they could have wished for no 
better encouragement, as United 
stormed home 3—0. 








i k “We pride ourselves on our 
faith with their fans by staging oa 


the game, but also want them to 
see the greatest day in the club's | 
history in relative comfort, 


pee: Experience 
© Stillerecovering™“from | 
Wycombe's heady replay victory k 
‘hird Division Bournemouth f 
t Night, Mr Smethurst doesn't $ 
the result as a foregone 
onelusion. l 
“Against. Third and Fourth | 
Hivision Sides, we always- feel $ 
We have a chance. Even when 
Bournemouth Scored an early } 
| #0al last night, we always looked | 
like snatching it. - ` ie 
“But when you get in the 
| realms of the First Division, it's f 
different story. Mistakes are 
unished. and you can't ‘afford 
miss even half-chances.” 


Se ene 


WYCOMBE, -the 
Wanderers who knocked 
Third Division , Bourne- 
mouth out of the F.A. Cup, 
aim to make things difficult 
for First Division Middles- 
brough when they meet in 
the third round on 
January 4. : 

1 The amateurs have no inten- 
tion of switching the tie to 
Ayresome Park. “Had it been 
a Midlands or Southern club, 
where we could have got there 
and back in a»day, we might 
just have been tempted,” said 

ycombe’s eee eee 
ian Lee yesterday. 

: m E T A e police are 
likely to peg the crowd to 
15.000 and Wanderers have no 
doubt about it being a sell- 


osut all my lads have their 
jobs to consider, They all had 
to do a mornings work on 
Wednesday for instance, before 
we set off for Bournemouth. — 
“As a result, we started late, 
fate our midday meal late, 
arrived late and then began the 
match badly when Bourne- 
mouth took the lead inside nine 
es. 
rte shows the spirit of my 
lads that they were abie to 
fight back and win. On paper, 
mo one will give much of 2 
ance against Boro. 
Pa et “the Cup has an 


happy 


‘ claimed. 


‘Wycombe will | 
stay at home 


By John Davies 


i knack of leveling 
things UD. We have some good 
players in our side who could 
easily step into professional 
football. But they prefer to keep 
their own careers and enjoy 
a E id L director 

e 88-year-0l ee, 

E ERTAS Sports Centre, 
switched his attention to = 
ing when injuries shortened his 
playing career’ as a° full-back 
with Port Vale. > : ahs 
Sine. eye We more ete 
an Cu ry, 
e We are Th d in the 
Rothman’s Isthmian League, 
having won the Championship 
three times out of the last four 
seasons. 


Change 
“Winning the League requires 
bonaiesency® and good football. 
The F.A, Cup is a pleasant 
change, but it is just a diver- 
sion. ? 
“I shall eaa ES to pes 
dlesbrough myself or sen 
ee Ser watch them jn the 
next couple of weeks. We are 
away in the League to Kingston 
où Saturday, then next week we 
shall take time out from the 
Christmas celebrations for one 
training stint on the Monday. 
“The following Saturday we 


are at home to Sutton, and E 


then I-shali call the lads in 
two or three 1 
following week to build up for 
the Cup tie.” 





evenings the == 


